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IBSA Blind Football European Championships 2015  

1.0 Dates  

1.1 The IBSA European Blind Football Championships 2015 will be held in Hereford, 

England with matches taking place from 22 - 29 August 2015.  

1.2 The competition arrival date is 20 August and departure date is 30 August. 

2. The Venue 

2.1 The venue will be the Royal National College for the Blind (known as RNC). On 

campus is thePoint4 (tP4) the College’s international standard sports facilities where 

the competition will take place. 

2.2 RNC staff will deliver the event on behalf of IBSA, utilising their extensive 

experience in IBSA Blind Football World Championships 2010. This was the largest 

ever disability football event to be staged in the UK. Over 9000 spectators watched 

that event (in person or via the media) and the RNC team expect similar numbers 

this time.  

 

2.3 The College is home to the GB national leagues and has hosted a number of 

international blind football events including friendlies, quad nation and tri nation 

tournaments. It is experienced in holding events of this size and athletes will find 

friendly staff, excellent facilities and accommodation, with good catering. Some 

teams attending will be familiar with the set up, but this document explains briefly 

what you will find when you arrive.  

2.4 The tournament is scheduled for England’s summer when the weather is likely to 

be warm. Rainfall is always uncertain in England but there are wet weather 

arrangements, so the tournament is guaranteed to go on, whatever the weather. 

2.5 A separate document (RNC and tP4 Sporting Facilities Guide) tells you more 

about the venue.   
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3.0 The Competition  

3.1 The competition venue will be the showpiece ‘stadium’ at RNC. The College has 

been a key player in opening up the national game to people with sight loss and in 

helping put blind and partially sighted football on the British sporting map. They are 

also the proud hosts to many of the training sessions for the National squad. Staff at 

the College include Tony Larkin, previously Head Coach of the national team, and 

until recently, Jon Pugh, the current Head Coach.  

3.2 Fixtures will take place on the outdoor sand based artificial turf pitch which will be 

surrounded by seating to cater for over 700 spectators.  

3.3 Team training sessions will be organised utilising the outdoor venue prior to the 

event. During the competition the indoor purpose built Futsal pitch will be used. Time 

slots will be allocated for this purpose.  

3.4 Countries will be given access to a range of fitness, rehabilitation and relaxation 

facilities on campus. Some of these may need to be booked on arrival: 

 Private training gym /fitness facilities 

 Concept 2 rowers  

 Muscle strength and endurance equipment  

 Cardiovascular equipment  

 Stretch and core conditioning area  

 Free weights  

 Health Spa  

 Jacuzzi  

 Steam room  

 Sauna  

 Drench showers  

 Hydrotherapy Pool  

3.5 Referees will be official IBSA referees and all matches shall be played according 

to the current IBSA Futsal regulations.  

3.6 The competition will take place with 10 nations, consisting of 2 groups with 5 

teams in each group. After the group stages the teams finishing first and second in 

their group will progress to the semi-finals. Teams finishing third in their group will 

play off for fifth and sixth position. Teams finishing fourth will play off for seventh and 

eighth position. Teams finishing fifth in their group will play for ninth and tenth place 

overall.  
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4.0 Accreditation  

Accreditation cards will be issued to each athlete only after he has personally shown 

his valid passport and IBSA sight classification form to the Event Eligibility Officer 

and, if necessary, undergone a sight test.  

Accreditation will also be provided to staff and other officials on registration  

5.0 Medical Provision  

5.1 Teams who do not have their own team doctor will be able to take advantage of 

the event doctor’s surgery. The doctor’s surgery will operate for one hour per day.  

6.0 Anti-Doping Control  

6.1 The event is subject to random doping tests in accordance with IBSA regulations. 

Athletes should refer to the IBSA Doping Policy.  

6.2 The tests will be administered by UK Sport. UK Sport has adopted the World Anti 

Doping Code (WADA).  

6.3 Any athlete taking medication subject to doping controls needs to complete the 

standard TUE form via the Football Association: http://www.thefa.com.  

6.4 All doping tests will be in accordance with IBSA statutes and will be undertaken 

in the semi final and final stages of the championships.  

7.0 Accommodation  

7.1 Team accommodation will be in the college halls of residence which are 

maintained to high standards. All bedrooms are en-suite, and are linked up to 

communal living spaces with comfortable sofas, a television and kitchen.  

7.2 All the halls are located on the main campus, creating in effect an athletes’ 

village adjacent to the playing and training facilities.   

8.0 Catering 

8.1 The catering will be provided on site in RNC’s Bistro café.  

http://www.thefa.com/
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8.2 Meals will be buffet style with a mixture of pastas, chicken, fish and salads 

available every day. Special dietary requirements can be catered for. There will also 

be a vegetarian option at all meals. Breakfast will be a continental self service buffet. 

8.3 Lunch will be served between 12pm-2.30pm and evening meal between 7pm-

9.30pm.  

9.0 Communications and Internet Facilities  

9.1 Athletes will be able to access IT facilities. Wifi will be available on request.  

9.2 Athletes are advised to bring their own UK plug adaptors for all equipment, 

including PCs and mobile phone chargers.  

10.0 Guide Dogs  

10.1 Teams are not encouraged to bring guide dogs.  

10.2 If a team does wish to bring a guide dog they should contact the tournament 

organisers.  

11.0 Language  

11.1 The official language of IBSA is English and all printed materials/information will 

be in English.   

11.2 Throughout the Championships teams will have access to a Team Coordinator 

who will be fluent in French and Spanish.   

12.0 Transport  

12.1 RNC staff will organise and be responsible for transport to and from the 

tournament (in accordance with IBSA requirements). Teams must provide 

information on travel arrangements by the dates requested on the booking forms. 

12.2 If teams decide to go off campus on the rest days, staff will be available to help 

organise transport, but this will be at the team’s own expense.  

13.0 Visa Requirements  

13.1 EU nations do not need a VISA for entering the United Kingdom. 
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13.2 All other countries should contact their governing bodies or passport office in 

order to get information on traveling to the United Kingdom.  

14.0 Insurance  

14.1 RNC is responsible for ensuring satisfactory insurance arrangements are made 

in respect of public liability and professional indemnity. 

14,2  The details are will be made known to IBSA and the participating member 

organisations before the entry deadline.  

14.3 Participating member organisations are responsible for their own insurance 

requirements for travel, personal accident, liability, and medical matters.  

15. Contact  

 

For further Information please contact RNC staff:   

Andrea Biddulph 

Administrator 

Andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 

Tel +44 1432 376374 (direct line) or +44 1432 265725 (switchboard) 

Or 

Mark Haverfield 

Assistant Manager 

Mark.haverfield@rnc.ac.uk  

Tel +44 1432 376375 (direct line) or +44 1432 376376 (switchboard) 

If you would like to arrange a training session at the venue at some point over the 

next year, please let us know. This can be arranged subject to availability and 

agreed prices.   

  

mailto:Andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk
mailto:Mark.haverfield@rnc.ac.uk
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Appendix 1 The City of Hereford http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hereford 

A key feature of Hereford is its long association with the Royal National College for 

the Blind and its students. Shops and other venues are familiar with the needs of 

blind people and the City scores high on its level of accessibility. The shopping 

centre is a mix of ancient traditional buildings and modern shopping malls. 

Hereford is a historic cathedral city which lies on the banks of the river Wye, part of 

the beautiful Wye valley situated in West England. The area has stunning medieval 

architecture and boasts a number of ancient castles. The name “Hereford” originated 

from Anglo Saxon 'here', which means a bunch of armed men and “ford” which 

means to cross. In other words this is likely to have been a place where an army 

crossed the river. As a border town between England and Wales Hereford has a 

unique history of battles and sieges over almost 1000 years.  

Hereford Cathedral was built in the 11th century and houses the famous 'Mappa 

Mundi' - an ancient medieval map which dates back to 13th century. It also has the 

world famous “chained library” consisting of a total of 1400 volumes and the Bishop's 

Palace, built in 1204. 

Hereford has an active business economy mostly involving the agricultural sector, 

particularly cider, leather goods and the brewing industry. The white faced 'Hereford' 

cattle which are popular globally have their origins here.  

Local sports include rowing on the River Wye, football and cricket. Recreational 

sports include swimming, cycling, walking, bowling and many others.   

 

Hereford is accessible from other parts of the UK with Cardiff, Newport, Bristol and 

Worcester all located within 60 miles radius through rail and road links.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hereford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:HerefordSkyline.jpg
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Appendix 2: European Blind Football Championships 2015 Schedule of Play 
 

Day 
20 
August  

21 
August 

22 
August 

23 
August  

24 
August  

25 
August  

26 
August  

27 
August  

28 
August  

29 
August 

30 
August  

1 
Arrive 
         

 
  

2 
 

Training/  
Classifica
tions        

 

  

3 

  

Day 1 
Opening 
Ceremo
ny 
Matches 
@ 
1pm,3p
m, 
5pm,7p
m       

 

  

4 

   

Day 2 
Matches 
@ 
1pm,3pm 
5pm,7pm      

 

  

5 

    

Day 3 
Matches 
@ 
1pm,3pm 
5pm,7pm        

 

  

6 

     

Day 4 
Matches 
@ 
1pm,3pm 
5pm,7pm    

 

  

7 

      

Day 5 
Matches 
@ 
1pm,3pm 
5pm,7pm   

 

  

8 
       

Rest 
Day  

 
  

9 

        

Day 6 
Semi 
Finals 
and 
Classific
a-tion  
matches 
@ 
11am,1
pm 
3pm,5p
m, 
7pm 

 

  

10 

         

Day 7 
Final and 
3

rd
 place 

play off 
Matches 
@ 
1pm,3pm  

11 
         

 Depart 
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Appendix 3: Entry fees (£Sterling) 

For arrival on Thursday 20 August 2015 and departure Sunday 30 August 2015: 

Entry fee: £7,500 per country (15 delegates @ £500pp) 

 Deposit (25%) to be paid by 1 December 2014 

 Balance to be paid by 1 March 2015 

The fee covers:  

 10 nights’ accommodation from Thursday 20 August to Sunday 30 August 

(departing on Sunday) 

 

 Airport transfers from and to Birmingham International Airport  

 

 Meals inclusive of lunch on Thursday 20 August through to breakfast on 

Sunday 30 August 

 

 Value Added Tax (VAT) @ 20% of the team entry fee  

Additional costs: 

  IBSA capitation tax @ £20 per athlete  

 Optional payment for extra nights or additional group members  

 Addiitonal costs associated with arrival/departure from other airports 

 Other expenses may apply on arrival, depending on team requirements. 

These may include additional ice (the venue will provide free ice for matches), 

snacks, recreational activities.  

Payment: 

16.1 Payment must always be in pounds sterling.  

16.2 Please note you are responsible for paying all bank charges, including transfer 

fees  

Full information is on the Entry Forms on the following pages 
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Appendix 4 Entry Forms 

 

 

Deadlines for return of forms and information 
 

Form Description Deadline 

1. Expression of interest 1 November 2014 

2. Finance – 25% deposit  1 December 2014 

3. 
Finance – balance of payment 

and IBSA capitation tax 
1 March 2015 

4. 
Team profile and dietary 

requirements 
1 July 2015 

5. Arrival / departure details 1 July 2015 

6. Delegation Form 1July 2015 

 
 
 

Editable versions of the following forms are available in a separate WORD document 
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FORM 1 
 

Preliminary Entry – Expression of Interest (by 1 November 2014) 
 

This information is required for the Draw which will take place on 7 November 2014 
 

Country:  

Name of Federation:  

Address: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Telephone:  

Facsimile:  

E-mail:  

Name of Contact Person:  

Position of Contact 
Person: 

 

Estimate of team 
numbers:  

 
Athletes: 

 
Staff: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This form must be returned by facsimile, e-mail or post no later than 1 November 
2014 to: 

 
Andrea Biddulph 
Administrator 
Royal National College for the Blind 
Venns Lane 
Hereford HR1 1DTUnited Kingdom 
Facsimile No: +44 1432 842979 
E-mail: andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1432 265725 or 376374 

mailto:andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk
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FORM 2 

First Finance Form: Deposit (by 1 December 2014) 
 

COUNTRY:  

 

Payment of 25 % of the total entry fee amount should be transferred to the following 
bank account. You are responsible for paying all bank charges, including transfer 
fees. All payments must be made electronically by BACS or CHAPS. 

Bank: Barclays 

Account Number:  60788449 

Account Name: RNC Enterprises Ltd 

Sort Code: 20-39-64 

Bank Swift Code: GB57 BARC 2039 6460 7884 49 

IBAN: BARCGB22 

 
Payment Summary: 

 Total 
25 % 

deposit 
payable 

£500 per person for 10 nights arriving on Thursday 20 
August to breakfast on Sunday 30 August 

£ £ 

£60 per person for any additional nights: 
Number of persons: 
Number of nights: 
Dates:  

£ £ 

Value added tax (VAT) @ 20% of the above  £ £ 

IBSA Capitation tax @ £25 per player (not escorts) £ £ 

Total £ £ 

 
This form must be returned by facsimile, e-mail or post no later than 1 December 
2014 to: 
 
Andrea Biddulph 
Administrator 
Royal National College for the Blind 
Venns Lane, Hereford HR1 1DTUnited Kingdom 
Facsimile No: +44 1432 842979 
E-mail: andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1432 265725 or 376374 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk
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FORM 3 

Final Finance Form: Balance and IBSA Capitation Tax 
(by 1 March 2015) 

 

COUNTRY:  

 

Payments: 

 75 % of the total entry fee 

 £20.00 per player IBSA Capitation tax 
  

The correct amount should be transferred to the following bank account. You are 
responsible for paying all bank charges, including transfer fees. All payments must 
be made electronically by BACS or CHAPS. 
 

Bank: Barclays 

Account Number:  60788449 

Account Name: RNC Enterprises Ltd 

Sort Code: 20-39-64 

Bank Swift Code: GB57 BARC 2039 6460 7884 49 

IBAN: BARCGB22 

 
Payment Summary: 
 

 Total 
75 % 

deposit 
payable 

£500 per person for 10 nights arriving on Thursday 20 
August to breakfast on Sunday 30 August 

£ £ 

£60 per person for any additional nights: 
Number of persons: 
Number of nights: 
Dates:  

£ £ 

Value added tax (VAT) @ 20% of the above  £ £ 

IBSA Capitation tax @ £20 per player (not escorts) £ £ 

Total £ £ 

This form must be returned by facsimile, e-mail or post no later than 1 March 2015 
to:  Andrea Biddulph 

Administrator 
Royal National College for the Blind 
Venns Lane, Hereford HR1 1DTUnited Kingdom 
Facsimile No: +44 1432 842979 
E-mail: andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1432 265725 or 376374 
 
 

mailto:andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk
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FORM 4 

Team Profile and Dietary Requirements – by 1 July 2015 
 
Please complete the team profile and return with the Entry by Name by 1 July 2015. 
Information provided will be used in the Official Programme and event publicity. 
Please remember to e mail a recent picture of your team – preferably as a jpeg file. 
 

COUNTRY:  

 

Brief Background on the Team: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Dietary requirements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Form and Forms 5 and 6 must be returned by facsimile, e-mail or post no later 
than 1 July 2015 to: 
 
Andrea Biddulph 
Administrator 
Royal National College for the Blind 
Venns Lane,  
Hereford HR1 1DT United Kingdom 
Facsimile No: +44 1432 842979 
E-mail: andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1432 265725 or 376374 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk
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FORM 5 

Arrival / Departure Details – by 1 July 2015 
 

COUNTRY:  

 
Arrival details: 

Date Time Flight No. Departure From 
UK Place of 

Arrival* 

Thursday 20 
August 2015 

    

 
Departure details: 

Date Time Flight No. 
UK Departure 
Point 

Destination 

Sunday 30 
August 2015 

    

 
 

*Please Note: 

Transport between Birmingham International airport and the venue 
will be arranged for all teams. Transport from alternative airports 
can be arranged at an additional cost. 
 

  
This Form and Forms 4 and 6 must be returned by facsimile e-mail or post no later 
than 1 July 2015 to: 
 
Andrea Biddulph 
Administrator 
Royal National College for the Blind 
Venns Lane,  
Hereford HR1 1DTUnited Kingdom 
Facsimile No: +44 1432 842979 
E-mail: andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1432 265725 or 376374 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk
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FORM 6 

Delegation Form – by 1 July 2015 
 

COUNTRY:  

 
 

Team Manager / Staff / Coaches: 

 
Surname 

(Family Name) 
Forename 

(Given Name) 
Date of 

Birth 
Gender 
(F/M) 

Official 
Position 

1.      

2.      

3.      

4.      

5.      

 
 
Athletes: 

 
Surname 

(Family Name) 
Forename 

(Given Name) 
Date of 

Birth 
Nationality Passport 

number 

1.      

2.      

3.      

4.      

5.      

6.      

7.      

8.      

9.      

10.      

 
This Form and Forms 4 and 5 must be returned by facsimile, e-mail or post no later 
than 1 July 2015 to: 
 
Andrea Biddulph 
Administrator 
Royal National College for the Blind 
Venns Lane, Hereford HR1 1DTUnited Kingdom 
Facsimile No: +44 1432 842979 
E-mail: andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk 
Tel: +44 1432 265725 or 376374 
 

mailto:andrea.biddulph@rnc.ac.uk

